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their protection. Besides, the segregation of these Chris-
tian churches has led to contentions among them and
strife has not "been uncommon -which sometimes has called
for interference on the part of the government. The
contentions over the Holy Places in Palestine are well
known.
Besides the Greek Church, which is the most widely
extended, there are the Armenian, which is practically
confined to the Armenian people, the Maronite, which
is predominant in Syria, the Syriac or JacoMte and the
Nestor ian, the last two "being confined chiefly to the north-
eastern portions of the Empire. All of these churches,
except the Maronite and Nestorian, are divided into two
branches, one branch being united to Rome and called
Catholic or Uniate. Thus we have the Orthodox Greek
and the Greek Catholic; the Gregorian Armenians and
the Catholic Armenians; the Jacobite or Syriac and the
Syrian Catholics. They differ very little except in the
adherence of the Catholics to the Pope. They are much
fewer in number than the bodies from which they
separated.
The Maronites are the most numerous in Syria, some-
what outnumbering there the Orthodox Greeks who come
next. They were organized as a church by John Maro
in 685 on the question of the doctrine of the Monothelites
which was rejected by the Orthodox but accepted by the
Maronites. When they united with Rome in 1182 they
abandoned this heresy. Their patriarch is chosen by
the "bishops but has to be confirmed by the Pope as well
as by the sultan. They number perhaps 300,000 and are
found mostly on the Lebanon to the north of Dog River.
The Greek Orthodox in Syria are somewhat less but are
distributed throughout Syria and Palestine. The Greek
Catholics are about half as numerous. The Jacobites
are from 100,000 to 150,000, found chiefly in northern
Mesopotamia, and the Nestorians in the mountains of

